




A 


















WAN = 
Ð Ü e. | N 
і | wc | = 







De 


\ 4 = Ау 
| Y я км: 
Wr “Дд AN Re JW S Ý 
И LA Տ С | /) 


r ТНЕ ВЕТ, SUPERHERO)COMIC) BOOK(IN|THE|UNIVERSE! 3 5 


նեն 
| 


N 
ey 





























image 


27 








ETC 


ІН, ЛЭН 


IMAGE сос» PRESENTS 


UN: 





ROBERT KIRKMAN 


WRITER 


RYAN OTTLEY 


PENCILER, INKER 


BILL CRABTREE 


COLORIST 


RUS WOOTON 


LETTERER 


CREATED BY ROBERT KIRKMAN $ CORY WALKER 


IMAGE COMICS, INC. 


Erik Larsen - Publisher 

@ Todd McFarlane - President 
Marc Silvestri - СЕО 
Jim Valentino - Vice-President 


Eric Stephenson - Executive Director 

Jim Demonakos - PF & Marketing Coordinator 
Mia MacHatton - Accounts Manager 

Traci Hui - Administrative Assistant; 

Joe Ke Je - Traffic Manager 

Allen Hui - Production Manager 

Jonathan Chan - Production Artist 

Drew Gill - Production Artist 

Chris Giarrusso - Production Artist 


INVINCIBLE #35. September 2006. Published by Image Comics, Inc., Office of publication: 1942 
University Avenue, Suite 305, Berkeley, California 94704. Copyright © 2006 Robert Kirkman & Cory 
Walker. АП rights reserved. INVINCIBLE™ (including all prominent characters featured herein), 
its logo and all character likenesses are trademarks of Robert Kirkman & Cory Walker, unless 
otherwise noted. CAPES™ (including all prominent characters featured in this issue), its logo 
and all character likenesses are trademarks of Robert Kirkman, unless otherwise noted. Image 
Сотісѕ® is a trademark of Image Comics, Inc. АП rights reserved. No part of this publication may 
be reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means (except for short excerpts for review 
purposes) without the express written permission of Image Comics, Inc. All names, characters, 
events and locales in this publication are entirely fictional. Any resemblance to actual persons 
(living or dead), events or places, without satiric intent, is coincidental. PRINTED IN CANADA. 













THE GRAYSON HOUSEHOLP-- 
CURRENTLY UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
AFTER MARK GRAYSON’S BRUTAL 

FIGHT WITH ANGSTROM LEVY. 
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NOW, 
WHO GOULD 
THAT 


DEBBIE 
| «одүсон,т ՀՄ ፲'ለለ APRIL Howsam, I'M 
ASSUME? ДЕҢ) Your SONS мен TUTOR. | 
ó CECIL STEDMAN SENT МЕ. / 
3 - 7 не DIDN’T TELL YOU I 







UH, YEAH... ТМЕ BEEN BRIEFED 

COME ON IN. ON YOUR RECENT 
SORRY ABOUT THE ENCOUNTER WITH 
CONSTRUCTION, ANGSTROM LEVY. 

WE НАР AN I KNOW ALL ABOUT 


INCIDENT IT. IT’S IMPORTANT 
THAT I KNOW 
EVERYTHING 


THAT HAPPENS 














WAS COMING PIP , 
HE? < 
НЕ’5 ИЕВУ 
FORGETFUL--0R 
IS IT NEGLIGENT? 
NEVER MIND. ARE YOU 
GOING TO INVITE ME ІМ? I 
FEEL LIKE SOMETHING’S 
GOING TO FALL ON MY HEAD 
OUT HERE WITH ALL 
THIS CONSTRUCTION 
BEING DONE. 





YOUR HUSBAND--OR EX- 
HUSBAND I SUPPOSE, IS 
A VILTRUMITE WHO SOUGHT 
TO TAKE OVER THE PLANET, 

BUT WAS STOPPED BY 
YOUR SON. 


HE THEN | 


ESCAPED TO ል 
DISTANT ALIEN 
PLANET AND FATHERED 
THIS SECOND CHILD. 
YOUR SON THEN 
ENCOUNTERED HIM 
АМР BROUGHT THE 
CHILD HOME. 











YOU TOOK HIM IN 
AND ARE ADOPTING 
HIM, DESPITE THE 
FACT THAT HE HAS 
NO BLOOD RELATION 
ТО YOU. I THINK 
THAT ABOUT 
COVERS IT. 






DID I 
LEAVE 
ANYTHING 
OUT? 


” МЕ РОМТ KNOW 
THAT FOR SURE. THE 
ALIEN YOUR ЕХ МАТЕР 


LIFE SPANS. THEY LEARNED 
INSTINCTUALLY AND 
ALMOST INSTANTANEOUSLY 
ТО АССОММОРАТЕ THEIR 

SHORT LIVES. 


AND NONE 
OF THIS SEEMS 
UNUSUAL 
TO YOU? 







Р. 
Е 22: 
ЭС, 











YOU THINK 
THIS IS MY FIRST 
TIME? ТУЕ BEEN 
TEACHING SUPER- 
HEROES’ CHILDREN 
FOR ALMOST TEN 
YEARS. I’VE DEALT 
WITH SITUATIONS 
MUCH MORE 
UNUSUAL THAN 
THIS. 


THIS LITTLE 
FELLA IS ONLY WHAT? 
THREE--FOUR MONTHS 
OLD? HE LOOKS ALMOST 
TWO. IF НЕ HAS ANY OF 
HIS MOTHER’S ABILITIES 
HE COULD BE READING 

IN ONE MONTH. 





OH, AND WHILE 

I’M HERE CECIL 
HAS SOME PAPERS 
YOU NEED TO FILL 
OUT TO FINALIZE 
THE ADOPTION. 


МО--ТНАТ 5 
ALL ОР 


SO, WHAT 
ARE YOU HERE 
FOR? HE'S МОТ 

QUITE OLD ENOUGH 
FOR MATH op 
READING JUST 
УЕТ. 


PART ОЕ МҮ JOB 15 ТО 
CREATE АМ ACCELERATED 
WITH CAME FROM A RACE LEARNING PROGRAM FOR 
WITH EXTREMELY SHORT HIM, SOMETHING THAT WILL 





COMPENSATE FOR HIS 
GROWTH RATE. 


I NEED TO 
MONITOR HIM 
FOR A FEW WEEKS 
TO DETERMINE 
EXACTLY WHAT 
THAT GROWTH 
RATE 18. 











EVERYTHING NEEDS 
TO BE OFFICIAL AS 
FAR AS THE PUBLIC 








I NEED TO ASK 
THOUGH... 







IS CONCERNED. WE’LL HAVE YOU 
FUDGE HIS RECORDS DECIDED ON 
AS HE GETS OLDER A NAME? 


WHEN NEEDED. 





OLIVER. 
HE’S GOING 
TO BE NAMED 
OLIVER. 


THAT 
WAS МҮ 
FATHER’S 
NAME. 
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NAN... IF Т’Р HAVE 
GONE UP AGAINST 


H 
PROBABLY WOULD 
HAVE KICKED 
MY BUTT. 


(Е 


| å 


gis 
NX 


GREAT JOB, VZ 
MARK. YOU 
REALLY PID |) 
SOME GOOD 

HERE. 


THIS GUY ና 
COULP HAVE 


/ LEVELED A WHOLE 


CITY IF YOU HADN’T 
INTERVENED. I’M 
JUST GLAD WE WERE 
ABLE TO EVACUATE 
THE AREA BEFORE 
ANYONE WAS 
KILLED. 


SURE, GO 
KNOCK YOURSELF 
OUT. I’VE GOT AN 
APPOINTMENT OF 
Y OWN AS WELL-- 
AND I KNOW HOW 
TO REACH YOU IF 

I NEED YOU. 





AN UNDISCLOSED 
LOCATION IN UTAH. 


THE SECRET UNDERGROUND 
MOUNTAIN BASE OF THE 
GUARDIANS OF THE GLOBE. 


mmi m 


CeciL's 
APPOINTMENT. 





| 
PS 
t 


I KNOW THIS MAY BE 


HARD FOR SOME ОР 
S LEGI Ў 


GIT. REX, I KNO 
THIS WILL PROBABLY BE THE 
HIS 


AS Tl > 
VERSION OF YOUR BODY... 
BUT PLEASE, HEAR 

HIM OUT. 2 

















LATER. AFTER A VERY LONG, 
CONVOLUTED АМР ТО SOME (REX), 
CONFUSING EXPLANATION. 





WHILE TRYING TO FINDA “V ЕОР S0 LONG Т HAD 
CURE FOR YOUR CONDITION... BEEN CONTENT TO LIVE 
I BECAME ENAMORED LIFE THROUGH THOSE 
WITH YOUR PLIGHT, WHICH MECHANICAL ЕУЕЗ-- 
MIRRORED MINE. IN NEVER LONGING FOR 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU, Т ANYTHING MORE, 
WAS FASCINATED BY UNTIL I МЕТ 
YOUR ABILITY TO COPE... 00. 
IT INSPIREP 














МО, I BARELY KNOW YOU-- 
THAT WOULD ВЕ MORONIC AND 
I’M ONE OF THE SMARTEST 
PEOPLE ON THE PLANET. MY 
FEELINGS FOR YOU ARE SO 
MUCH MORE THAN THAT. 
RESPECT, ADMIRATION... 
YOU'VE MOVED МЕ. 


IT’S TRUE 
THAT I CLONED 
REX SIMPLY BECAUSE 
IS FORM WAS 


H 
PLEASING TO YOUR 
EYE--BUT I WOULD 
NEVER PRESUME 
SOMETHING LIKE THAT 
WOULD ВЕ THE 
РЕЕТЕХТ TO A 
RELATIONSHIP. 
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I'M 
NOT CRAZY. 
I'MA 


GENIUS. 








«хат» а 


WOULP BE 
есегі Æ № 


GOOD, BECAUSE I’M 
NOT АТТРАСТЕР ТО 
CHILPREN--WHICH 
Y'KNOW, IS PART OF 
THE PROBLEM. 


YOU | 
АКЕ KINPA 
СОТЕ, 
THOUGH. 


I GUESS WE 4 
COULD HANG OUT \, 
SOME TIME, IF YOU 
АМТЕР. THE TWO 
OF US COULD SPEND 
TIME TOGETHER 
WITHOUT TURNING 
ANY HEADS. IT 
COULD ВЕ FUN. 


IT’S NOT LIKE 
T HAVE АМҮ 
FRIENDS OR 
ANYTHING. 
























PHASE 
0 15 
UNDERWAY... 





THE UNASSUMING TAILOR 
SHOP OF ARTHUR ROSENBAUM. 


p 


UNEEKNOWNST TO HIS 


CUSTOMERS, THE BULK 

OF ART’S INCOME 15 
GENERATED BY DESIGNING 
ANP CREATING COSTUMES 


FOR SUPERHEROES. 7 


— 





I TOLD YOU ТР ВЕ 
ANOTHER FOUR HOURS. 
I UNDERSTAND YOU’RE 
EAGER TO SHOW OFF 
THE NEW LOOK BUT IF 
YOU RUSH ME IT’S 
JUST GOING TO LOOK 
TERRIBLE. 





















WHAT YOU I/M AFRAID THAT'S 1 SUPPOSE FOR YOU? 
WORKING ОМ CONFIDENTIAL, SON. I CAN ዕዩ COURSE 
UNDERSTAND 






THERE? YOU’LL HAVE TO WAIT 
TO SEE IT IN ACTION 


JUST LIKE EVERYONE 
ELSE. 








THAT. 






THIS 
CLIENT IS 


VERY 
PARTICULAR. 


HAVE TIME 
TO TALK? 





ል BUNCH ОР STUFF. 
STUFF ፲ CAMT TALK. ТО 
МҮ МОМ ABOUT... АМР 
МУ FRIEND WILLIAM 15 

BEING ል JERK RIGHT 

NOW... SO YOU GOT 

NOMINATED. 


WELL, THERE 
ARE THESE TWO 
GIRLS... 





MY 
SPECIALTY. 








AMBER, MY 
GIRLFRIEND. 









АМР EVE, 
MY FRIEND, 
АМР FELLOW 
SUPERHERO. 







[ VN 


HOW 15 
IT NOT ТНАТ 
SIMPLE? 






IT’S 
NOT THAT 
SIMPLE. 








WHOA, THERE! 
TREAD CAREFULLY 


FROM HERE ON OUT. 


CERTAIN DETAILS 
COULD Be 
HAZARDOUS TO 












I KINDA 
LIKE THEM 
BOTH. 


GOOP TO 


Р ОН... ҮЕАН. 
50 I REALLY DON'T 
HAVE ANYONE ELSE 
I COULD TALK ТО. 
፲'2 REALLY 


APPRECIATE IT. ፐሬ GIRL 


STUFF. 












UH... I DON'T HAVE I THOUGHT 
DETAILS LIKE THAT. YOU SAID YOU 
IT’S NOTHING LIKE HAVE GIRL 

THAT... REALLY. PROBLEMS. 










I DON’T HEAR 

THE PROBLEM. YOU 

JUST NEED TO PICK 

ONE АМР MOVE 
ON. 





тв JUST... 
THEY BOTH 
KINDA LIKE 
Me, Y’KNOW... 
IN THAT WAY. 


THAT IS ል 
PROBLEM. 





I’VE KNOWN EVE LONGER, 
BUT SHE’S ALWAYS JUST THAT’S NICE. 
BEEN AFRIEND. I NEVER MOSTLY ANYWAY...SHE WAS 
REALLY LOOKED AT HER Because SHE ALWAYS UNAVAILABLE 
THAT WAY. TO ME--FIRST BECAUSE 
N SHE WAS WITH ВЕХ АМР 
WAS PATING REX LATER BECAUSE I WAS 


SPLOPE WHEN WITH AMBER. 
МЕ MET. /трір РЕХ5 
COSTUME. 










BUT I NEVER OR RATHER... 
EVEN THOUGHT AN OLDER 
SHE LIKED ME... VERSION OF 
THERE WERE SIGNS, HER FROM 
BUT AT THE TIME THE FUTURE 
TOLD МЕ. 


I DIDN’T EVEN 
NOTICE. 





THE 
OTHER DAY... 





50 THAT’S THE THING... Т 
KNOW EVE LIKES МЕ... 











ВОТ THAT'S NOT 


АСКЕР МЕ ዕሀፐ. 

I WAS INSECURE, T 
STILL АМ... ALITTLE. 
I HADN’T REALLY 
BEEN ON ANY DATES. 
I DIDN’T THINK GIRLS 
WERE INTERESTED 
IN МЕ. 


THEN AMBER 
CAME ALONG. SHE 
LIKED МЕ. SHE МАРЕ 
THE FIRST MOVE. 
THAT WAS SOMETHING. 
IT vare ME FEEL 


HER BEING 
TOTALLY HOT 
DIDN’T HURT--BUT 
MAINLY --IT'S THAT 

SHE МАКЕЗ МЕ 

FEEL GOOD ABOUT 
MYSELF. 


1 DON’T THINK 

I’M GOING 

TO GET HER 
HURT. 






9 BUT IS ТНАТ SUCH 
NÓ А BIG PEAL? 1 
ea DON'T KNOW. 1 
NOT. MEAN, MY IDENTITY 
и 15 SECRET--FOR 

THE MOST PART. 
MY TWO LIVES 
ARE VERY 
SEPARATE. 


BUT IT’S NOT 
LIKE THAT’S ALL 
I LIKED ABOUT HER. 
I DIDN’T LIKE HER 
JUST BECAUSE 
SHE LIKED ME. 
SHE’S GREAT. 


AMBER 
AND I 
REALLY GET 
ALONG. 
















BUT 
SHE’S NOTA 
SUPERHERO? 








HECK, ፲ 
EVEN SAVED 
HER ONCE WHEN 
SHE WOULP HAVE 
BEEN HURT IF ፲ 
HADN’T BEEN THERE. 





PART OF ME THINKS IT’S 
JUST NOT FAIR TO BE WITH 
AMBER. NOT FAIR TO HER. NOW SHE 
SHE’S IN COLLEGE, SHE’S GETS TO SIT 
STILL YOUNG, SHE’S GOT AROUND FOR A 
HER WHOLE LIFE AHEAD MONTH WHILE т/м 
OF HER. I ON ANOTHER PLANET. 
SHE DIDN’T SHE GETS TO WATCH 
KNOW I WAS ል ME GET THE SNOT 
SUPERHERO WHEN BEATEN OUT OF ME 
WE GOT TOGETHER. ON TV. SHE GETS TO 
SHE JUST LIKE? ME, ` HAVE МЕ RUN OFF IN 
MARK GRAYSON. THE MIDDLE OF OUR 
THEN ԱԱ IT PATES--IF I EVEN 
.. BOTHER ТО SHOW 
INVINCIBLE. UP AT ALL. 


THAT'S REALLY UP ТО НЕЕ, 
MARK. SHE DIDN’T KNOW 
BEFORE BUT SHE KNOWS 
NOW AND SHE’S STILL 
WITH YOU. a 


BUT YOU JUST DON’T BREAK 
UP WITH A GIRL BECAUSE YOU 
THINK SHE COULD DO BETTER. 

THAT SHOULD BE UP TO 
HER. LET HER МАКЕ 
THAT DECISION. 


IF YOU LIKE 
Eve BETTER, IF 
YOU FEEL MORE 
CONNECTED TO HER, 
IF YOU'LL BE HAPPIER 


WITH HER, THAT'S 
> ONE THING. Z 


THAT 
МАКЕЗ МОКЕ 
SENSE. 








THEN I 
THINK BACK 
ABOUT THAT LOOK 
ON EVE'S FACE... 
THE ONE FROM THE 
FUTURE... WHEN 
SHE TOLD ME SHE 
LOVED ME. 






50... YOU’VE 
МАРЕ UP YOUR 
MIND THEN2 


I THINK 
I HAVE. I'M 
WITH AMBER... 
፲'ለለ GOING ТО 


STAY WITH AMBER. 


SHE'S PUT UP WITH 
50 MUCH... BEEN 
50 GOOP ТО ME... 

I CAN'T BETRAY 
THAT. 








FRIEND. ፐዕ 

THINK THAT SHE'S 

GOING THROUGH 

THAT... OVER 
ME. 








THE 
እኒ. DESPERATION... 
THE SORROW. 












Eve’s МҮ 





BUT IT JUST 
WOULPN’T ВЕ FAIR 
ТО AMBER. I CAN'T 
BREAK HER HEART 
p EVE FeLL 
РОК МЕ WHILE SHE 
AND I PO 
LIKE HER... I AM W ሚው d 
АТТЕАСТЕР ТО НЕЕ. 
І САМ АРМИТ ТНАТ... 
I АМ. WHO 
WOULPN'T BE? 


МЕ AWAY. 







I LOVE 
AMBER. 


NOT | 
ВАР IDEA, I 

SUPPOSE. GLAD 
I GOULD 


HELP. 


I MIGHT... 

I DON’T KNOW... 
TALK TO Eve 
EVENTUALLY. 

JUST TO 
TELL HER Т 


KNOW... 
























ОН, SORRY. МО, IT’S OKAY. 
I DIDN’T MEAN I NEEPEP ል 
TO ТАКЕ УР SO BREAK АМР 


BUSY... 
CAPTAIN 
AMAZING 15 
COMING IN HERE 
FOR HIS NEW 
COSTUME ANY 
MINUTE... AND Т/УЕ 
GOT A SUIT OF 
ARMOR THAT 
NEEDS MENDING 
AS WELL. 


MUCH OF YOUR 
TIME. 


I'M ALWAYS 





HOW'S 
BUSINESS? 
TO TALK AS 
MUCH AS 
1՛ջ LIKE. 






YOUR MOTHER 
TOLD ME YOUR 
HOUSE WAS 
ATTACKED. 






I DON’T 
WANT TO 
TALK ABOUT 
THAT. 





и N í 


V ча 

[| THE LIBRARY ОР PAYTON-NOBLE 
UNIVERSITY. WHERE AMBER 
BENNETT, GIRLFRIEND OF MARK 
GRAYSON, IS CURRENTLY 
LOOKING FOR A BOOK. 

SJ | 
















INTROPUCTIONS 

то POST-MOPEEN V 

ECONOMIC THEORY. 
THE COMPUTER 


OH, SORRY I'VE GOT 

YEAH. ТМ A THING ABOUT 

IN FINE. WORKING HERE 
IN THE LIBRARY... 


MY ROOMMATE’S 









I'M JUST-- 

I NEEP THIS BOOK. 
FOR A PAPER THAT'S 
ЕХТ WEEK. АМР 


PUE NEXT W A NIGHTMARE. 
1175 5 ОЗЕР TO AND UH... 
ይፎ ድሬ Е РРЕТТҮ ВАР WITH 
AND IT’S PROFESSOR LATE FINES. 









JUST... ፲ DON’T KNOW, 
CALL ME WHEN YOU’RE 
DONE WITH IT? OR 
MAYBE WE COULD MEET 
SOMEWHERE AND 
SHARE ІТ? 





. 7 
MY NAME'S OKAY, 

T'LL CALL YOU. M 

THANKS. 


2 
ON” NT TO 
HAVE TO LOOK UP 
YOUR INFO ON THE 
LIBRARY’S 

COMPUTER... 
ТНАТ”Р BE 
CREEPY. 






1 REALL 
NEED THAT 
BOOK 





SHE TOLP МЕ ABOUT ALL 
ОҒ ІТ. EVERYTHING YOU 
ҒАТНЕЕ.. УЕАН, ОМ TOLD НЕЕ АТ LEAST. 
THAT PLANET I ላ YOU HOLD ANYTHING 
WENT TO. SHE BACK? 
TOLD YOU ABOUT 
MY LITTLE THE ALIEN 


BROTHER QUEEN... MY 


THEN? FATHER’S NEW... 
WIFE OR WHATEVER. 
SHE WAS REALLY NICE. 
I ACTUALLY LIKED 
HER. I DIDN’T TELL 
MY MOM 





YOUR FATHER STILL A PIECE OF ME, TOO... SEEING YOU ABOUT. WHEN МЕ 
IT МАРЕ МЕ SO HIM THAT Т WERE DEFEATED-- 
I DON’T KNOW KNEW LEFT IN WHEN THE VILTRUMITES 
RELIEVED. HE ` WHEN HE THE TOOK HIM AWAY... 
WAS 50 KIND TO 2 WHAT HE 
МЕ... A ዕዕዕሁ ID TO YOU-- 


FRIEND. ፲ THOUGHT 
Т?Р LOST MY 
MIND. 


I GOTTA SAY, IT'S COMFORTING THERE'S A THING Т 
HEARING A |: HEAR THERE'S IT WAS... GOOP FOR KINDA WANTED ТО ASK 



















THE LAST 
THING HE 
SAIP TO ME 
WAS... 




















MEMOIRS OF 
A SPACE 
APVENTURER. 


YOUR 
FATHER TRIED 
TO BE A SCIENCE 
FICTION WRITER 
AT FIRST. THE 
FIRST TWO SOLD 
ENOUGH TO MAKE 
HIM ALITTLE BIT 
OF MONEY... THE 
TWO AFTER THAT 
were HUGE 
FAILURES. 


















«a и, 


ae 


THESE LOOK 
SILLY. 








WHY 
THEY'RE WOULD НЕ 
YOURS, TAKE WANT ME 
THEM. TO READ 
ТНЕЗЕ? 
D 


СА 





I REALLY МЕЕРЕР 
TO PO. 










IT SOUNPEP 
IMPORTANT... LIKE 
IT WAS SOMETHING 









YOU FATHER 
DIDN’T ALWAYS 
WRITE TRAVEL 





I THINK 





Qi 
BUT MY M 
РАР WROTE SECRET" STASHEP 


IN ONE OF THESE 
CABINETS OVER HERE. 
THEY DIDN’T TAKE OFF, 
THEY SOLD BARELY 






TRAVEL BOOKS 
RIGHT? WE’VE GOT 
THEM ALL AT THE 





HOUSE. WHY 
WOULD HE WANT ብ ይ ርር ий 
МЕ TO READ THEM... BUT ፓ 






WAS ል ҒАМ. 
















50 THEN FOR WHATEVER 
HE STARTED REASON HE РРМТ 
WRITING LIKE TO TALK ABOUT 
TRAVEL THESE BOOKS. HE 
BOOKS? WAS EMBARRASSED 
BY THEM... OR 


SOMETHING. LIKE T 

SAY, I REALLY LIKED 

THEM, SO ፲ KEPT 
THEM. 





I NEAN, уң 
Look. ል 

THESE LOST 
TITLES. INSIDE THE 


CHASM TO 
OBLIVION. 





INVINCIBLE | 
GUN. 





HATE 
TRIBES ON 
THE PLANET 
WREKK. 








how he obtained the weapon, ог 
where it came from. The origins 
of the weapon are completely 
unknown to the empire. All that 
is known аге its capabilities. 

The information was gathered 
from thousands of sources. 
Sketchy eyewitness accounts, 
damaged artifacts--evidence of 
the weapon's power--everything 
points to the same conclusion. 
This weapon--the infinity ray-- 
emitted an energy wave that was 
unstoppable. It was said that 
blasts from this infinity ray still 
race through the cosmos, 
blasting a path through anything 
they encounter. Planets, Stars, 
Ships--anything in their path is 
destroyed. Again, this is only a 
theory. No one has ever gotten 
close enough to study the 
infinity ray for themselves. The 
Space Rider made sure of that. 

Whether the story was true or 
not, | had my mission. I was to 
hunt down the Space Rider, 
determine whether or not the 
stories of his weapon were true 
and if so, arrest him. He was to 
stand trial for offenses against 
the empire. Were his weapon as 
powerful as it was fabled to be 
he was a huge threat. I left at 
once. 

Little was known about the 
Space Rider, where he lived, 
what quadrant of space he 
operated in, all was a mystery. 
He had become the stuff of 
legend. Stories of him stretch 
across the twelve galaxies. He 
was Said to be in two places at 
once. Stories were conflicting 
with each other. Finding him 
would be no easy task. Yet it 
was a task I had to complete. 1 
dare not fail my people. I knew 
what was at stake. Our very way 
of life. 

At first, I studied the stories 
for similarities, common 
elements. Anything that made it 
possible for me to tell fact from 
fiction--if there was any fact to 
these stories. In time I would 
find that the Space Rider and his 
weapon were very real--and as 
far fetched as they were, its 
capabilities were that of tall 
tales. But it would take me 
nearly fifteen years to discover 
this. 

The first clue came when 1 
was contacted by a former 
subordinate of The Space Rider 
who was willing to inform me of 
his possible whereabouts. With 



























WHAT МЕРЕ ОН, ОН... SOME SPACE АЧЕМ YOU MEAN...IT’S YEAH. YOU KNOW, Т 
THESE BOOKS DUDE IS HUNTING DOWN ABOUT A GUY NEVER REALLY THOUGHT 
ABOUT? ENEMIES OF HIS GOVERNMENT FROM AN ALIEN ABOUT IT, BUT Т WONDER 
OR SOMETHING. ELIMINATING PLANET HUNTING ЇЕ THESE WERE LIKE 
THEM. EACH BOOK HAS HIM DOWN ENEMIES OF VILTRUMITE FOLK LORE 
GOING AFTER ONE OR TWO HIS EMPIRE? OR SOMETHING THAT 
THREATS TO THEIR EMPIRE HE WAS JUST 
OR SOMETHING. RETELLING 





NO... THAT'S 

NOT IT... THAT'S 

NOT IT AT 
ALL. 


IT'5 HIM, 

АРТ... HE'S WRITING 
ABOUT HIMSELF. HE'S 
WRITING ABOUT HUNTING 

DOWN ENEMIES OF 


THE VILTRUMITE 
EMPIRE. l 


HE MUST 
HAVE НЇРРЕМ 
SOMETHING IN 


THESE BOOKS... 
SOMETHING THAT 
I CAN USE TO 
HELP HIM. 


BUT WHAT 
COULD ІТ BE? 
WHAT COULD 

HE HAVE 
HIDDEN 
HERE? 


SAVAGE 
PLANET, 
SAVAGE 
BEASTS? 4 








and at once, | knew I had made a 
grave mistake. In an instant I 
was surrounded, swarmed, 
overwhelmed. It was unclear if 
I would make it out alive. I had 
grossly underestimated the 
situation. 

The mission was clear, 
investigate the inhabitants of 
this harsh planet, determine 
their exact threat level to the 
empire, and then report back for 
further instructions. It appeared 
then that I might not make it 
back to receive those 
instructions. It was clear the 
threat level was high. With 
almost minimal effort I was 
quickly injured. These 
creatures were fast. They 
seemed to come out of nowhere. 
I did not have time to react. My 
life was immediately in danger. 

The size of these beasts was 
deceiving. They were barely 
twice my size. Гуе battled 
creatures ten times their size 
with infinitely less effort. The 
planet they inhabit caused them 
to evolve into such tough 
creatures. The gravitational 
quotient on this unnamed planet 
was so severe they had to be 
stronger than most to simply be 
able to move. They were 
remarkable creatures. In 
hindsight I can look at them 
scientifically and I find a 
tremendous respect for them. 

At the time I felt differently. 1 
just wanted to survive, if that 
meant wiping out the entire race, 
1 would have done it, as harsh as 
that sounds. 

With every attempt to reach 
the sky and escape to the stars, I 
was thwarted, pulled back into 
the heap, ravaged all over again. 
While these creatures did not 
possess the ability to fly they 
could jump long distances and 
high into the air with their 
powerful legs. Any attempt to 
fly was met with a swift attack 
from one or more that resulted in 
my falling back to the planet's 
surface. It was clear that 
strategy was not going to work. 

I began trying to fight my way 
through the horde. If I could 
push through them, maybe | 
could get far enough away from 
them fast enough to make my 
escape. The problem with that 
strategy was that I was under 
constant attack. I could feel the 
flesh being ripped from my 
bones as I pressed оп. This 
method of escape was not going 


М/НАТ 16 ІТ, 
МАЕК? 










THINGS 
THAT CAN HURT 
VILTRUMITES... 





MY DAD 
IS TELLING 
Me HOW 
TO BEAT 
THEM. 








